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Thirty years ago . . .  
…three women sat around a kitchen table and talked about how great it would be to 
help low income women achieve their goals. Dorothy Conceison, Barbara Mahar and 
Marie Sheehan figured out how to make that happen by creating Lost Coin Women’s 
Fund.  

In the initial stages of the non-profit, the three founders would fundraise (and also 
contribute their own funds) to help applicants with their needs such as paying for 
groceries, diapers, and child care, in an effort to help these women become self-
reliant and self-empowered. As time moved on, the founders shifted their efforts and 
determined that their fundraising would solely be used for the applicant’s educational 
goals.  

Fast forward thirty years, and this small non-profit has provided needed funds for 
hundreds of low-income women who had the desire to create a stable and more 
rewarding life through educating themselves. Although Dorothy, Barbara and Marie 
have passed on, the Lost Coin Board of Directors continues to carry the torch and 
desire to help low income women achieve their educational goals. Two of our board 
members are daughters of founder Dorothy Conceison and are personally committed 
to keeping their mom’s dream alive. 

Join us as we celebrate 30 years of service at our annual Silent Auction fundraiser 
being held on December 4, 2022 at the Neighborhood Club of Quincy. It will be the 
first time in two years that we’ve been able to hold this fundraiser and we are so 
looking forward to seeing our supporters in person! 

	

	

SAVE THE 
DATE! 
Sunday, 

Dec. 4, 2022 
1-3 pm 

Neighborhood 
Club of 
Quincy 

The Founders’ Scholarship was established to honor the visionary women who 
established Lost Coin Women’s Fund in 1992. The annual Founders’ Scholarship 
is available to any qualified LCWF applicant who has already received a grant in 
the prior twelve months and who continues to have tuition and other educational 
expenses due to on-going enrollment in her post-secondary program or school. 

This year, the Founders’ Scholarship was awarded to Kayla Adams, as she 
impressed the board with her desire to become licensed in Cosmetology and 
involved in her family’s hair salon. Kayla is a single mother with one daughter and 
is enrolled at the Community School at Cape Cod Technical School. Kayla states “I 
am forever grateful to the Lost Coin Women’s Fund.” 

We wish Kayla the best as she starts her career in Cosmetology! 

Annual Founders’ Scholarship 
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To our Donors: 
Thank you 

for your 
continued support 

throughout the 
COVID pandemic! 

We truly appreciate 
your donations, 

which have allowed 
us to continue our 

mission! 

You make our 
auction special 

with your fabulous 
donations!  

Special getaways, 
tickets to sporting 
events, fine dining, 

hand crafts or 
beautiful paintings! 

Please consider 
offering something 

special for our 
auction today!  

Contact us via 
email and we will 
arrange to have 
your donation  

picked up!	

Thank You! 
	

 

Lost Coin’s Impact 
Over the past four years, Lost Coin has awarded the following: 

Year No. of Awards Totaling 

2018 18 $34,633 

2019 18 $37,128 

2020 28 $57,426 

2021 17 $38,902 

 
In our history, applicants may only receive one grant from Lost Coin unless they 
also receive the Founders’ Scholarship. Knowing that the past two years have been 
challenging for everyone, the board decided to reach out to past recipients in order 
to continue to support them. We received several new applications from past 
recipients who were trying to complete their education that we helped them start. 
We were happy to offer more financial support to these applicants to help them 
get to the finish line. 

The mom of one of our recipients recently wrote: “It is with much gratitude that I 
write to acknowledge and thank you for the contribution you recently made 
toward my daughter’s college fees. Without your donation, she could not have 
registered for the current semester.” 

The Director of Adult Education at Cape Cod Regional Tech, Carol Connolly, 
recently wrote: “I want to extend my heartfelt appreciation for all you have done 
for the adult students at the Community School. Your scholarships have made it 
possible for single mothers and other women to enter the field of Cosmetology. 
Cosmetology is a full year intensive program and an expensive endeavor that 
requires commitment in terms of both time and finances. This can be difficult for 
many of our students. When your scholarship checks arrive, the students are 
visibly lighter by having the monetary worry removed. You are making their 
dreams come true and there are enthusiastic, energized students because of your 
program.” 

	 “Never doubt that 
a small group of 

people can change 
the world – 

It is the only 
thing that  
ever has.” 

Margaret Mead 

LCWF Board of Directors: 
Left to right, starting at top 
Kara McMahon, Nancy Riley, 
Jane Madden McGrath 
Kathy Chase, Mary McNamara 
Joanne Delaney 
Carol Dyer, Natalie Byrne, Mary 
O’Hara. 
Contact us at: 
LostCoinWFInc@gmail.com 
Lost Coin Womens Fund.org 


